JULY 2021

EQU A LITY MA TTER S
KEITS Training Services Ltd

THIS ISSUE:

Radicalisation:
what is it and
how to stay
safe?

RADICALISATION
WHAT IS IT?
WHAT ARE THE
SIGNS?
WHAT IS BEING
DONE?
ACT DO'S AND
DONT'S!

Government statistics showed that in March 2020 there
were 6,287 individuals referred to the Prevent
programme due to their vulnerability and risk of
radicalisation. This is a 10% increase on the previous
year.
31% of those referrals came through the police and
another 31% came through the education sector. Half of
the referrals being for individuals aged 20 and under.
It is important for us all to talk about the risks and signs
of radicalisation so we are able to protect ourselves, our
families and friends.

WHAT IS RADICALISATION?
Sadly we hear this term used a lot these days, but what
does it actually mean?
Radicalisation is the process by which someone
supports, or becomes involved, in groups with extremist
views. Sometimes they may commit a terrorist offence in
its name.
What is terrorism?
Terrorism is the act of using violence against civilians
(just people going about their daily lives), as a way to
act upon their extremist views.
What is extremism?
Extremism is when a person or group hold an extreme
political, religious or fanatical view.
Radicalisation normally occurs when are person is in a
vulnerable state. This may be due to them suffering a
loss, experiencing personal difficulties, identity crisis,
grievances or they may feel there is a social injustice
that needs addressing. People are radicalised by
another person, or group and are coerced into
committing actions they normally wouldn't consider.
Some examples of radicalisation leading to extremist
behaviour include;
London 7/7 bombings
Manchester arena bombing
1985 car bombings of animal research scientists.
Killing of Fusilier Lee Rigby
The Tulsa Race Riots of 1921
All of these are examples how people and groups can be
radicalised and commit horrific terrorist acts.

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS?
There are a few keys things to look out for in someone
who is going through or has been through the process of
radicalisation.
Confused
The person might be showing some confusion about
either their beliefs, faith, or lack a sense of belonging
and may feel confused about their identity.
Isolation
The person may start to isolate themselves both at
home, school, or work. They may have been a very
sociable person before and now may feel they cannot
talk to people they once used to. This is often due to
them being encouraged to break from older
relationships.
Anger
The person might be more angry than normal. They may
lose their temper quicker than they used to or
demonstrate violent behaviour when they haven't in the
past. They may all of sudden become disrespectful to
other peoples views or towards other groups of people.
New 'friends'
They may start to talk about people you have never
heard of before. They might make comments about this
persons view which might be shocking to you, yet they
may appear to be sympathetic towards them. They may
also start to speak as if scripted about a new subject
that this new 'friend' talks about.
Secretiveness
They may increasingly become secretive. They might
have once spoke freely and now they seem to be very
guarded in their views and opinions.

WHAT IS BEING DONE?
The Government introduced PREVENT strategy in 2011
to identify and support people in the recovery from
radicalisation.
People at risk are identified. They are put forward if
deemed necessary for intervention before they commit a
terrorist crime. They are supported in a programme of
de-radicalisation to safeguard them and enable them to
enter back into society.
It is easy for extremists to groom people for
radicalisation via the internet. There is an increase in
the number of young people and children being
radicalised through games such as Call of Duty and
Roblox. Children are encourage to 'play' in replicas of far
right atrocities and take part in tournaments run by these
extremist groups.
Football unfortunately, has had a long history of racism
and extremist behaviour. Some 'fans' use their position
to promote extremist ideologies and to groom vulnerable
people into their extremist groups. Football is working
hard to counteract this and there are some clubs who
are using football as a way to teach young people
understanding. One London based club Tuff FC (The
Union of Faith Foundation) has been accredited with
preventing 30 young people from being recruited to
Syria.
Tactics have been employed in other sports, not just in
football. Mixed religion teams are enabling people to
work alongside each other for the common goal. It is
teaching them to be more tolerant and understanding of
each other, allowing a shift from religious ideals to
community ones.

ACTION COUNTER TERRORISM DO's and DONT's
Here are Action Counter Terrorism (ACT) Do's and Dont's in identifying Radicalisation
behaviour and what to do.

DO's
Do be aware of any negative
influences online and offline.
Do keep an eye out for any changes
big or small that are taking place with
increasing intensity.
Do have that conversation with the
person you're worried about, even
when it’s hard to know where to start
or what to say.
Do trust your instincts and if you're
worried seek help and advice.
Do speak to other people you trust –
like schools or community leaders
about your concerns.

DONT's
Don’t keep your worries to yourself.
You’re not alone – together with the
ACT partners, they're there to help.
Don’t think you can’t make a
difference – you can by acting early
and sharing your concerns.
Don’t leave things, if you’re concerned
seek help.
Don’t be afraid to contact ACT in
confidence and tell them your
concerns. You won’t be wasting their
time and you won’t ruin lives. But you
could save them.

Do act early and tell us, so together
we can support the person you care
about move away from extremism.

Click Logo for more information and advice
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