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THIS
ISSUE:

Citizenship & Giving
Back

This issue is all about

what it means to be a

good citizen.

What is citizenship?

“Citizenship involves people working together to make positive
differences to the society in which they live — locally, nationally and
globally. This process is good for individuals, and essential for
strengthening and safeguarding our society and democratic way of life.’

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/free-speech-freedom-expression-human-right



https://www.youngcitizens.org/resources/citizenship/what-is-citizenship/
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How to be a Good Citizen -

First off, citizenship isn't just about where
you were born or the passport you hold. It's
about being a part of a community—a club, a
neighbourhood, a town and taking an active
role in making it better. It's a give-and-take .
that creates growth and harmony. It's
actually all about you using your unique
skills and passions, to create positive
change, and the amazing power you have to
make a real difference in the world around
you.

Giving back is a huge part of citizenship. It's
not just about donating money (although it's
awesome if you can), it's more about giving
your time, your energy, and your heart.
Maybe it's volunteering at a local animal
rescue centre, helping a disabled person by
mowing their lawn, organizing a ‘clean up’ at

the park, or becoming a helper at a riding for
the disabled centre.

What’'s more, giving back isn't just about ‘
helping others—though that's a big part of it.

It's also about how it makes you feel. When

you see the smile on someone's face

because of what you did, it can fill you with

incredible warmth and pride and a sense of

belonging.




And you don't need to start a huge
movement or change the world overnight.
Every little action counts. Imagine if
everyone out there did one small thing to
help others or the community—wouldn’t that
create a wave of positivity that's
unstoppable!

Being a good citizen isn't just about
following rules and paying taxes when you're
older. It's about being kind, caring,
passionate and actively shaping the world
around you for the better. So, go ahead,
embrace your citizenship and show the world
what you can do!

Can you think of anything you can do to@:
that’s giving back?

What is Digital Citizenship?
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Digital citizenship refers to the responsible
and ethical use of technology, especially the
internet, in a way that contributes positively to

o ;’i 3 the digital community. It includes various

P % principles, behaviours, and attitudes that

SR ‘_ individuals should adopt when engaging

: online. Here are some key aspecits:




1.Digital Literacy: Knowing how to use digital
tools, understanding how to navigate the
online world, and knowing how to evaluate
information found on the internet.

2.Cybersecurity: Practicing safe and secure
behaviours online, such as using strong
passwords, being cautious about sharing
personal information, and being aware of
potential online threats like phishing or
scams.

3.Respectful Communication: Treating others
online with respect, kindness, and empathy.

This involves being mindful of language,.tone
and behaviour in digital interactions, including
social media, forums, and comments sections.

4 .Digital Footprint: Being aware that
everything you do online leaves a trail. This
includes the content you create, share, or
engage with. Understanding that this digital
footprint can have long-term consequences,
both positive and negative.

5.Critical Thinking and Media Literacy: Being
able to analyse information and media found
online to distinguish between reliable sources
and misinformation. This involves fact-
checking, verifying sources, and not
spreading false information.




6.Copyright and Intellectual Property:
Understanding and respecting the rights of
creators and giving them credit when using
or sharing their work online.

7.Balanced Technology Use: Maintaining a
healthy balance between online and offline
activities, managing screen time, and being
mindful of the potential negative impacts of
excessive technology use on mental and
physical health.

Practicing good digital citizenship is crucial
for creating a safe, inclusive, and productive
online environment. It involves not only
understanding the technical aspects of using
digital tools but also working with a sense of
responsibility, respect, and ethical behaviour
in the digital space.




